Early Years Model for Oral Health

Project Aim

Oral Health Victoria (OHV) is developing a statewide model to improve oral
health from conception up to primary school entry. The model will adopt a
population health and value-based health care approach, with a focus on
prevention and early intervention.

Rationale

Evidence shows that poor oral health in childhood is the strongest predictor
of poor oral health in adulthood. Additionally, there are links between oral
disease and health conditions, such as adverse pregnancy outcomes,
diabetes, and heart disease. By improving oral health in the earliest years,
people can enjoy good oral and general health across the lifespan.
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